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The Canadian Museum for Human Rights
(CMHR) has been the subject of controversy
since its first conception due to its apparent
focus more on one specific historical tragedy
over all others. Located in Winnipeg, the
Museum was first planned as part of the Na-
tional War Museum in Ottawa.

THE CANADIAN MUSEUM
FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

On April 23, 1999, |
spoke in the House of
Commons about the
Holodomor, the
planned famine in-
flicted on Ukraine by
Soviet dictator Joseph
Stalin in 1932-33. |
said “Civilization's fail-
ure must be put on
public display so that
we can all see the
dark side of humanity
and hopefully learn.”

We have a duty to re-
member, to speak out
when we become
aware of genocidal

On behalf of the people of Canada Peter
Goldring, Member of Parliament for Edmonton
East, laid a wreath at a Holodomor Memorial
in Kyiv during a July 2007 visit to Ukraine with

the OSCE.

PETER GOLDRING

dying, politicians from countries around the
world chose not to speak. They were silent
while millions suffered and perished.

We must speak out, at every opportunity.

In July 2008, representing Canada, | was in
Kazakhstan, a former Soviet Union country,
attending the annual Parliamentary Assem-
bly of the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE), a 56-country

group.

A delegate from Ukraine had introduced a
resolution to recog-
nize the Holodomor
as genocide, some-
thing the Parliament
of Canada had al-
ready done.

| was informed that
Russia, through Tur-
key and acting with
other countries, was
working to have the
resolution watered
down — to either have
the Holodomor de-
clared an act of na-
ture, a simple natural
famine, or have the

acts, and the Holodo-
mor has been mostly misunderstood and ig-

nored for far too long. In the terrible days of

1932-33, when millions of Ukrainians were

resolution defeated
completely.

| asked Member of Parliament Oleh Bilorus,
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head of Ukraine’s OSCE delegation, if he
wanted some help in dealing with the resolu-
tion.

At the outset of the debate in a Committee
meeting, a delegate from France declared
“We are politicians, we are not historians!
Why should we know of such things?” It ap-
parently seemed to him that evidence from
the past was not relevant to today’s issues.

In the Committee ses-

Page 2

March 2011

|3 ta s, -
¥y 7 @

-

cause starvation in such unimaginable num-
bers. To even suggest that the famine of
1932-33 was caused by an act of nature is
wrong. Yet this misunderstanding was re-
peated in a Montreal newspaper just two
years ago.

The OSCE Committee agreed with my com-
ments, and the resolution passed, sent to
the full Assembly in its original form.

Peter
spoken at City z&
Hall and at the %8
Holodomor
Memorial in §
Edmonton
which serves as
a reminder of
the millions of

sion | addressed the
French delegation
first. 1 reminded them
that a knowledge of
history should be an
essential for all politi-
cians.

Then | challenged the

has .., ..

Russian and Turkish
delegations, remind-
ing them, and all the
Assembly, this geno-
cide was not caused
by an act of nature, a
drought, nor pesti-
lence. This Holodo-

innocent
Ukrainians who

were murdered §
as a result of §

the brutal mass
starvation
policies of Josef

Stalin  in the =

1930s.

But in the final ple-
nary session of the
full Assembly, Russia
again mounted a
strong attack on the
resolution. The
United States dele-
gates had left the As-
sembly early in order
to return home for
their Independence
Day celebrations,
and the Russians felt
that, with the Ameri-
cans gone, they
would have enough
support.

mor, this “murder by
starvation of some eight million persons,”
this genocide was by the hand of one man —
Joseph Stalin, just as the Holocaust murder
of some eight million persons was by the
hand of one man, Adolf Hitler.

In my visits to Ukraine | have found that the
land there is not unlike the land of northern
Alberta, which explains why so many Ukrain-
ian immigrants to Canada have settled there.
The rich, fertile soil must have reminded
them of their homeland. On such rich land,
crops do not fail so catastrophically as to

Again | spoke force-
fully, this time before the full Assembly, and
in great detail in support of Ukraine and his-
torical truth. After a heated debate the As-
sembly passed the resolution, to the great
pleasure of the Ukrainian delegation.

This attempt to re-write the historical record
took place in a far corner of our earth. Rus-
sia could have had their way and could
have interpreted the Holodomor the way
they wished. They had the advantage — and
the support of the home country, Kazakh-
stan. However on this occasion at least the
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truth prevailed.

When the CMHR was first planned, Ukrain-
ian Canadians were led to believe there
would be a permanent exhibit about the
Holodomor a horrific time which saw some
eight million people die. But apparently plans
changed and now there will only be two hu-
man rights tragedies with their own perma-
nent display.

Certainly we should
not be somehow rank-
ing examples of man’s
inhumanity to man.
The issue is not eight
million dead Jews and
others in the Holo-
caust of World War I,
as many as eight mil-
lion during the Holo-
domor or the 1.5 mil-
lion dead in the “killing
fields” of Pol Pot's
Cambodia or the mil-
lion killed in the Rwan-
dan genocide.

The Holodomor was a

Ukraine Member of Parliament Oleh Bilorus,
head of the Ukrainian delegation at the July
2008 OSCE Assembly in Astana,

Kazakhstan, turned to Peter Goldring for len

help in successfully passing their
resolution on the Holodomor.

1999, November 24, 2005, November 23,
2006, November 28, 2007, May 27, 2008,
and November 26, 2009. On November 30,
2010, for example, | rose in the House of
Commons to say:

“We remember today the 8 million who per-
ished in Ukraine’s Holodomor, brought on
by Stalin in the 1930’s.

The bitter irony for Ukrainians was that they
were murdered by
starvation in a land
so bountiful that it's

called the
‘Breadbasket of
Europe’.

Shamefully, as mil-

lions perished in
Ukraine, Western na-
tions were silent and
some unconsciona-
bly even purchased
from the Soviets
crops that were sto-
from Ukraine’s
starving farmers.

The importance of

genocide on the size,
scale and relative du-
ration of the Holocaust. It does make sense
that this atrocity that impacted so many Ca-
nadians (1.2 million of whom are of Ukrain-
ian ancestry, my wife included) be on perma-
nent display at the CMHR — patrticularly due
to the lack of knowledge of this genocide,
even by politicians.

For more than 10 years | have been working
to educate Canadians of the importance of
remembering the Holodomor. | spoke in the
House of Commons on the topic on April 23,

speaking about and
remembering the truth of the Holodomor, of
the Genocide continues here today.

If we do not speak up to support historical
truths of mankind’s failings, the dark side of
humanity, in Canada and around the world,
we risk to repeat, and the former Soviet Un-
ion revisionist historians will educate the
world with their version of the truth.

We remember today and for all time the
Holodomor, the Genocide in Ukraine.”



Issue #105 Human Rights Museum

The evil that was the Holodomor is as an ex-
ample of man’s depravity that must be rec-
ognized. Too often our world has repeated
the mistakes of history, as politicians and
leaders have failed to learn from history.

If anything, the importance of a major display
IS greater, given that even French politicians
don’t know of the issue of the Holodomor, of
the genocide in Ukraine. The information on
the Holodomor has never had the wide-
spread public awareness of that of the Holo-
caust due to it happening behind the Iron
Curtain of the Soviet Union and being sup-
pressed by Russia to this day, yet it has
nearly identical significance. It is up to all of
us to properly portray this genocide that we
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call can learn to do better for mankind.

Those involved in the Canadian Museum for
Human Rights need to revisit the issue and
give the Holodomor the permanent exhibit
of equal significance to the Holocaust ex-
hibit in order for the world to learn. To do
otherwise risks having those that do not re-
member, repeat history’s crimes, or for the
world to accept the false history propagated
by former Soviet Union historians.

Update:

According to the 2006 census, Canada’s ethnic breakdown includes:

1,678,235 people with aboriginal backgrounds, 1,209,090 of Ukrainian origin and about

351,000 people of Jewish background.
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This brochure series is intended to highlight special issues that Member of Parliament, Peter Goldring,
has been involved in. If you wish to comment, please take a moment to fill out the survey below, write
or call to the address above.

Name: No
Address:
Should more be done to inform young Canadians about City:

the Holodomor and other 20th century genocides? Postal Code:

Telephone:
D Yes D No

Should the Canadian Museum For Human Rights have a
permanent, significant Holodomor genocide exhibit?
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Comments:

Your Opinion Matters...
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